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FILSON’S  MAP  OF  KENTUCKY 


So  many  rare  volumes  are  lacking  the  maps,  especially  if 
large  and  folded,  that  it  lias  become  cpiite  the  custom  for  bibliog- 
raphers to  doubt  their  existence,  even  if  the  authors  themselves 
give  evidence  to  the  contrary. 

This  statement  finds  an  excellent  example  in  Bernard  Ro- 
mans ’s  three  sheet  map  of  Florida,  1774,  — made  to  accompany 
his  work  on  that  state  but  of  which  the  only  known  engraved  copy 
is  in  the  Library  of  Congress.  Only  recently  a copy  was  found 
of  Waldseemiiller’s  map  of  the  world,  1507,  the  earliest  map  nam- 
ing America,  of  which  originally  one  thousand  copies  were  en- 
graved. So  many  examples  of  this  kind  could  be  mentioned  that 
the  reader’s  patience  would  be  exhausted  before  the  map  which 
is  here  treated  could  be  fully  described. 

It  is  not  often  that  a map  contains  so  many  points  of  interest 
as  Filson’s  map  of  Kentucky  made  to  accompany  his  history  of 
that  state  first  published  in  1784.  The  dedication  in  the  title  to 
the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  George  Washington,  the 
cartouche  with  the  “Inscription”  at  the  top  showing  the  author’s 
gratitude  to  Daniel  Boone  and  others  for  assistance,  with  the 
Indian  trails,  residences  of  early  explorers  and  many  other  partic- 
ulars, are  reasons  enough  outside  of  its  local  interest  to  make  a 
reproduction  most  desirable.  Its  scarcity  is  another  reason,  espe- 
cially to  the  owner  of  a copy  of  the  original  edition  of  the  “His- 
tory” which,  although  rare,  is  found  more  frequently  than  the 
map. 
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The  doubt  up  to  a comparatively  recent  date,  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  the  original  issue  of  this  map  (Philadelphia,  1784)  is,  to 
say  the  least,  peculiar,  as  the  French  reproduction  with  the  text 
of  the  “History”  and  the  London  English  reprint  of  1793,  by 
Stockdale,  should  have  been  sufficient  authorities  to  settle  the 
question. 

The  interest  in  Filson  is  of  recent  date.  Contemporaneous 
literature  contains  few  references  to  him.  Touhnin,  who  wrote  a 
description  of  Kentucky  in  1792,  gives  various  authorities  consult- 
ed but  makes  no  reference  to  Filson.  That  the  original  edition 
of  the  “History”  is  found  so  frequently  without  the  map,  is 
plausibly  accounted  for  when  it  is  known  that  they  were  published 
in  different  places.  The  former  in  Wilmington,  Delaware,  and 
the  latter  in  Philadelphia. 

The  trials  and  tribulations  through  which  Filson  went,  in 
order  to  make  his  map,  can  only  be  compared  to  those  of  his  fellow 
explorer,  Captain  John  Smith.  Kentucky  was  almost  as  much 
unknown  as  Virginia.  Journeying  through  unknown  countries 
and  frequently  attacked  by  Indians,  these  two  men  made  maps 
which  are  considered  the  foundation  of  cartographical  work  of 
their  respective  states.  That  Filson  was  assisted  in  his  work 
by  Daniel  Boone  and  others,  does  not  in  the  least  detract  from 
his  work,  but  on  the  contrary,  adds  considerable  value  to  the 
interest  and  reliability  of  the  whole.  If  he  had  made  himself  the 
hero  of  his  own  narrative  instead  of  making  Boone,  probably  his 
reputation  as  an  explorer  would  be  as  great  as  that  of  a writer 
and  cartographer. 

It  is  not  a matter  of  consequence  at  the  present  day  whether 
Filson  made  his  “History”  and  “Map”  from  patriotic  and  senti- 
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mental  reasons  (for  lie  said  “I  must  declare  that  this  performance 
is  not  published  from  lucrative  motives  but  solely  to  inform  the 
world  of  the  happy  clime,  and  plentiful  soil  of  this  favoured 
ground”)  or,  whether  it  was  to  encourage  immigration  with  an 
eye  to  business  in  connection  with  the  sale  of  his  land. 

All  that  is  known  of  Filson’s  life  is  well  brought  together  by 
Reuben  T.  Durrett  in  his  “John  Filson,  the  First  Historian  of 
Kentucky,  an  account  of  his  life  and  writings,  prepared  for  the 
Filson  Club,  1884.” 

This  work  contains  a reproduction  of  the  map  from  a copy 
in  the  Harvard  University  Library,  formerly  the  property  of 
Prof.  C.  D.  Ebeling  of  Germany,  and  mentioned  in  the  catalogue 
published  in  1831,  page  199.  Notwithstanding  this  early  mention 
of  the  map,  it  remained  unknown  until  reproduced  in  the  above 
work  of  Durrett.  This  work  is  becoming  scarce  in  itself  and 
contains  about  all  known  of  the  life  of  Filson,  by  one  who  is  the 
authority  on  Kentucky  history. 

As  this  paper  only  incidentally  refers  to  the  “History”  it 
is  sufficient  only  to  know  that  the  supposed  date  of  Filson’s  birth 
is  1747,  and  that  his  death  occurred  at  the  hands  of  the  Indians 
in  1788  while  prospecting  for  a town  which  afterwards  became 
Cincinnati. 

It  is  interesting  to  read  the  various  criticisms  on  Filson  by 
authorities  on  Kentucky  history.  Durrett,  whose  “Life”  I have 
before  mentioned,  again  refers  to  Filson  in  a history  of  the  Filson 
Club,  in  volume  12,  page  233,  of  its  Publications  as  follows : 

“This  map  was  a marvel  of  merit  for  the  early  day  at  which 
it  was  produced.  It  laid  down  rivers  and  creeks,  mountains  and 
hills,  prairies  and  canebrakes,  salt  licks  and  mineral  springs, 
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towns  and  stations,  mills  and  dwelling-liouses,  roads  and  traces, 
and  did  it  all  so  accurately  that  the  early  history  of  Kentucky 
can  not  be  understood  without  it.  . . The  last  sale  known  to  have 
been  made  of  the  history  was  many  years  ago,  at  the  price  of  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars,  and  no  sale  of  one  of  the  maps  is  re- 
membered. ’ ’ 

Connelly’s  “Story  of  Kentucky”  contains  the  statement  that 
“The  map  accompanying  it  was  a remarkable  production  con- 
sidering the  many  dangers  attending  the  collection  of  material.” 
Shaler,  in  his  “Kentucky,  a Pioneer  Commonwealth,”  states: 
“The  book  is  principally  interesting  on  account  of  its  map  and 
for  the  personal  reminiscences  of  Daniel  Boone.”  John  Wilson 
Townsend,  in  his  “Kentuckians  in  History  and  Literature,”  in 
the  chapter  entitled  “The  First  Kentucky  Historian,”  says: 

“Filson  arrived  in  Lexington,  Kentucky,  late  in  1782,  or  early 
in  the  year  1783.  He  spent  his  first  year  in  the  ‘Athens  of  the 
West,  ’ teaching  school  and  collecting  data  for  his  history  of  Ken- 
tucky. Tradition  says  that  he  could  ask  more  questions  and  an- 
swer fewer  than  any  man  of  his  day  — a rather  good  quality  for 
a biographer  to  possess.  From  Daniel  Boone,  James  Harrod, 
Levi  Todd,  Cliristojther  Greenup,  William  Kennedy,  and  John 
Cowan,  Filson  obtained  much  of  his  information.  Onlv  one  vear 
was  required  for  him  to  get  his  little  book  ready  for  publication, 
and  as  there  were  no  printing  presses  in  the  West  in  those  days, 
he  was  compelled  to  take  his  manuscript  East.” 

“At  Wilmington,  Delaware,  in  the  year  1781,  James  Adams 
brought  out  Filson ’s  ‘Discovery,  Settlement  and  Present  State  of 
Kentucke,  ’ while  his  map  of  Kentucky,  showing  the  three  original 
counties  of  the  State  — Jefferson,  Fayette,  and  Lincoln  — was 
printed  in  Philadelphia.  The  map  is  the  first  one  ever  drawn 
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of  the  state,  and  is  the  only  picture  that  we  have  of  Kentucky 
as  it  looked  nearly  a century  and  a quarter  ago.” 

While  Filson’s  “History”  is  scarce,  it  is  more  frequently 
found  than  the  map.  This  is,  as  I before  stated,  so  often  the  case 
with  books  that  have  been  published  separately  from  the  map, 
that  it  should  not  excite  comment. 

As  there  was  no  printing  press  or  method  of  engraving  west 
of  the  Alleghanies  at  that  date,  Filson  journeyed  to  Wilmington, 
Delaware,  where  his  book  was  printed  by  James  Adams,  in  1784 ; 
and  the  map  was  taken  to  Philadelphia  where  it  was  engraved 
by  Henry  D.  Pursell  and  printed  by  T.  Rook,  the  same  year.  As 
New  York,  Philadelphia  and  Boston  were  the  only  places  in  this 
country  where  maps  were  then  engraved,  the  natural  inference  is 
he  should  have  gone  to  the  nearest. 

When  John  Fitch  peddled  his  map  entitled  “A  map  of  the 
north-west  parts  of  the  United  States  of  America,  1785,”  to  get 
money  to  build  his  steamboat,  he  printed  it  on  a cider  press.  This 
is  also  one  of  the  maps  which  the  collector  would  well  like  to 
add  to  his  collection,  if  one  of  the  few  copies  known  could  come 
his  way. 

In  the  fine  catalogue,  just  completed,  of  the  library  of  E.  D. 
Church,  a description  of  both  the  Filson  book  and  map  is  given 
and  also  the  location  of  four  other  copies  in  this  country  as  fol- 
lows: Harvard  University  Library;  private  library  of  Robert 

Hoe,  of  New  York;  Public  Library  of  Philadelphia;  and  private 
library  of  Colonel  R.  T.  Durrett  of  Louisville,  Ky. 

With  the  copy  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  there  is  now  a 
total  of  six  known  copies. 
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In  the  auction  catalogue  of  the  library  of  A.  S.  Manson,  part 
1,  page  224,  title  2114,  there  was  offered  for  sale  a manuscript 
copy  of  the  map  now  in  the  library  of  E.  D.  Church,  with  the 
statement  as  follows : 

“The  original  manuscript  map  from  which  the  Phila.  map 
of  1784  was  engraved.  This  map  is  beautifully  drawn,  the  rivers, 
mountains,  routes,  forts,  houses,  etc.,  in  various  colors,  and  is 
signed  in  the  lower  corner  ‘W.  Hall,’  evidently  the  map  maker. 
It  has  been  critically  compared  with  the  copy  of  the  (Phila.) 
map  engraved  in  1784  at  Harvard  University  Library.  The 
Phila.  map  was  engraved  by  Henry  D.  Pursell  and  printed  by 
T.  Book,  for  the  author,  1784,  and  was  not  issued  with  the  book, 
but  published  separately  and  only  five  copies  are  known  to  exist 
in  this  country.  No  record  of  sale  can  be  found.  Dodd,  Mead 
& Co.,  have  had  two  copies  (no  price  quoted).  From  the  collec- 
tion of  John  R.  Bartlett  of  Providence,  and  is  without  a doubt  the 
original  MSS.  map  for  the  English  edition,  as  the  map  published 
with  the  Paris  edition,  1785,  has  French  nomenclature.” 

This  is  cpioted  in  the  Catalogue  of  the  Library  of  E.  D. 
Church,  with  this  further  statement: 

“It  will  be  observed  by  comparing  the  description  of  the 
manuscript  map  with  that  of  the  engraved  one  that  the  former 
uses  the  modern  ‘s’  in  most  cases  where  the  latter  employs  the 
older  form,  or  long  ‘ f.  ’ ” 

The  Library  of  Congress  has,  accompanying  a copy  of  the 
“History,”  a manuscript  copy  of  the  map  with  the  same  charac- 
teristics ; without,  however,  the  name  ‘ ‘ W.  Hall.  ” It  is  reasonable 
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to  suppose,  on  account  of  the  scarcity  of  the  map,  that  many 
manuscript  copies  were  made,  but  why  this  copy  is  considered 
the  original  from  which  the  Philadelphia  map  was  engraved,  I 
cannot  see  from  the  printed  evidence.  As  Filson  was  a writer 
and  teacher  and  known  to  be  a surveyor,  there  is  no  reason  to 
suppose  that  he  did  not  compile  and  draw  his  own  map.  No 
reference  is  made  in  his  letters  or  history  to  “W.  Hall”  who 
I am  inclined  to  consider  as  onl}T  a copyist  of  one  of  the  engraved 
maps.  The  original  manuscript  map  must  be  in  Filson ’s  writing. 

Appleton  P.  C.  Griffin,  in  his  scholarly  work  entitled  “A 
Catalogue  of  the  Washington  Collection  in  the  Boston  Athen- 
aeum,” describes  and  throws  much  light  upon  the  circumstances 
in  connection  with  a presentation  copy,  by  Filson,  of  his  “His- 
tory” and  “Map,”  to  George  Washington.  He  says: 

“The  map  is  lacking.  For  a long  time  the  existence  of  the 
map  described  on  the  title-page  was  questioned  by  bibliographers, 
as  no  copies  of  the  work  having  the  map  could  be  found.  The 
theory  that  the  map  was  issued  separately  was  held  by  some 
authorities.  In  1884  Reuben  T.  Durrett  traced  a copy  of  the  map 
to  the  Harvard  Library,  and  by  the  courtesy  of  the  Librarian  he 
was  enabled  to  present  a lieliotype  reproduction  of  it  in  his  work 
on  John  Filson,  issued  as  the  first  publication  of  the  Filson  Club. 
The  question  of  the  method  of  publication  of  the  book  and  map 
receives  fresh  light  from  the  correspondence  printed  below,  copied 
from  the  Washington  Papers  in  the  State  Department.  It  will 
be  observed  that  in  his  letter  of  15th  of  March,  1785,  Filson  writes 
to  Washington  that  he  sends  him  ‘a  book  and  a map  enfolded,’ 
and  that  in  his  letter  of  acknowledgment  Washington  thanks 
Filson  for  ‘vour  map  & history  of  Kentucke.’  The  copy  here 
catalogued  shows  that  the  map  was  at  one  time  attached  to  the 


10 


FILSOX  ’s  MAP 


book,  and  lias  been  torn  out,  as  a fragment  of  the  margin  pasted 
on  the  title-page  remains.  In  Filson ’s  letter  he  also  speaks  of 
having  ‘consigned  a number  of  these  books  & maps  to  Mr. 
John  Page  at  Bosewel.’  This  seems  to  afford  evidence  that  the 
book  and  map  were  sold  together;  but  does  not  show  conclusively 
that  the  map  was  attached  to  the  volume.  Washington’s  auto- 
graph on  the  title-page.” 

Here  follow  the  letter  of  presentation,  dated  Feb.  8th,  1785, 
of  Filson,  and  Washington’s  reply  of  March  15th,  1785. 

These  letters  are  now  in  the  Manuscript  Division  of  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress,  and  I have  been  fortunate  to  find  further  cor- 
respondence between  Washington  and  Filson  which  is  of  such 
interest  that  I here  copy  it  in  full.  In  the  letter  dated  Phila- 
delphia, Dec.  4th,  1784,  is  the  interesting  bibliographical  note  to 
this  effect : 

“The  impression  of  1500  have  in  the  course  of  a few  weeks 
met  with  a rapid  sale,  which  encourages  me  to  offer  the  publick  a 
second  edition  of  this  book,  which  I intend  in  the  course  of  this 
winter.” 

In  connection  with  this  revised  edition  he  makes  the  request 
for 


“Your  sentiments  in  a letter  indicative  of  the  probability  and 
Convenience  of  a Communication  in  trade,  with  the  eastern  & 
western  waters  . . . which  you  may  depend  I shall  add  in 

your  own  sentiments  to  this  my  second  edition  of  the  Kentueke 
history,  which  I intend  Counting  to  the  press  about  Christmas, 
perhaps  I may  delay  a few  days  for  your  letter  if  it  Come  not 
before  that  time.” 
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While  we  know  of  several  reprints  of  his  “History,”  no 
printed  second  edition  nor  manuscript  thereof  is  known.  From 
comparison  of  the  map  in  the  Library  of  Congress,  with  the  copy 
in  Harvard  University,  enough  differences  are  found  to  state 
that  there  was  a revised  impression  made  of  the  map.  But  to 
return  to  the  correspondence  between  Washington  and  Filson 
which  is  sufficiently  interesting  to  copy  in  full  without  further 
quoting. 

Philadelphia,  Novr.  30th.  1784 
Sir 

Permit  me  in  these  lines  to  express  that  perfect  respect  which 
I with  my  fellow  Citizens  of  the  LTnited  States  owe  to  your  excel- 
lency ; I inform  you  Sir,  that  I have  the  pleasure  to  be  the  author 
of  a late  publication  entitled  a history  and  Map  of  Kentucke ; the 
map  I made  bold  to  dedicate  to  the  honourable  Congress  and  your 
Excelly. ; these  Sir  I request  and  presume  you  will  patronise.  I 
have  sent  a number  to  Col0.  Harvey  in  Richmond  and  Mr.  John 
Page  Esqr.  at  Rosewell  to  sell.  I have  directed  Mr.  Page  to  pre- 
sent you  with  a book  and  Map  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to 
Receive  it  I hope  one  day  to  Visit  you  in  your  retirement  from 
the  hurry  of  life,  and  find  you  perfectly  enjoying  that  happiness 
which  your  Virtue  and  the  great  disposer  of  all  your  acts  can 
only  reward  you  with. 

I am  sir  your  most  obedient  humble  Serb 

John  Filson. 

Philadelphia  Deck  4th  1784 
Sir 

Permit  me  by  these  lines  to  express  the  sentiments  of  a grate- 
ful heart  in  testifying  the  happiness  I sensibly  feel  in  addressing 
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your  Excell, y.  I am  uot  so  happy  as  to  have  a personal  acquaint- 
ance with  you  sir,  and  hope  you  will  excuse  the  freedom  of  my 
pen.  I inform  you  Sir,  that  I have  the  pleasure  to  be  the  author 
of  a late  publication  in  substance  a narrative  and  map  of  Ken- 
tucke;  I made  bold  to  dedicate  the  map  to  the  honourable  Con- 
gress, and  your  Exc-ell/,  which  I presume  you  will  chearfullv 
patronise.  I have  desired  Mr.  John  Page  of  Rosewel  to  whom  I 
consigned  a number,  to  present  you  with  a book  and  map  from 
me,  which  I expect  you  will  do  me  the  honour  to  receive.  This 
impression  of  1500  have  in  the  Course  of  a few  weeks  met  with 
a rapid  sale,  which  encourages  me  to  offer  the  publick  a second 
edition  of  this  book,  which  I intend  in  the  Course  of  this  Winter. 
I lately  had  the  pleasure  to  be  acquainted  with  Mr.  Claybourn  a 
gentleman  from  Richmond,  with  whom  I suppose  you  are  ac- 
quainted; I informed  him  of  my  intentions,  at  which  Mr.  Clay- 
bourn  expressed  his  sattisfaction,  desiring  me  to  write  requesting 
you  Sir,  to  form  your  sentiments  in  a letter  indicative  of  the  prob- 
ability and  Convenience  of  a Communication  in  trade,  with  the 
eastern  & western  waters,  by  the  sources  of  Potomac,  and  the 
waters  that  form  the  Aleghany,  particularly  Cheat  river;  a publi- 
cation of  this  nature  he  said  would  Certainly  be  satisfactory  to 
you,  I therefore  request  you  sir,  if  agreeable,  to  be  explicit  on 
the  subject  and  send  it  to  me  at  Dunlaps  printing  office  in  this 
City,  with  all  convenient  expedition,  which  you  may  depend  I 
shall  add  in  your  own  Sentiments  to  this  my  second  edition  of 
the  Kentucke  history,  which  I intend  Commiting  to  the  press 
about  Christmas,  perhaps  I may  delay  a few  days  for  your  letter 
if  it  Come  not  before  that  time.  I wrote  you  a letter  with  the 
books  I sent  to  Col0.  Harvey,  and  Mr.  Page,  a few  days  ago.  I 
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expect  Mr.  Page  will  soon  receive  the  books  if  they  arrive  safe  at 
Richmond.  This  request  sir  I sincerely  desire  you  will  grant, 
your  Compliance  will  do  me  honour,  and  verry  much  oblige  your 
humble  servb 

John  Filson. 

P.  S. 

Your  particular  acquaintance  with  the  counties  between 
Fayatte  in  Kentucke,  and  the  pensylvania  line,  will  enable  you 
to  give  me  the  Natural  & topographical  history  of  them  also  com- 
prehensively which  I request  in  the  letter. 

J.  F. 


Wilmington,  Feby  8th.  1785. 


Sir 

I herewith  send  you  a book  and  a Map  enfolded,  requesting 
your  Excellency  to  receive  them,  and  if  upon  perusal  you  think 
them  worth  notice,  I presume  you  will  favour  the  following  re- 
quests with  a letter  to  the  Author,  Containing  a permission  to 
dedicate  a second  edition  of  this  narrative  to  your  Excellency,  to 
which  will  be  added  interesting  accounts.  About  the  first  of 
March  the  printer  will  begin  the  work,  I request  you  will  honour 
the  publication  with  your  sentiments  respecting  the  Commercial 
Circumstances  practicable  to  be  effected  between  the  Waters  of 
Potowmack  and  Cheat  rivers : This  sir  may  be  of  public  utility 

and  Certainly  more  acceptable  from  you  than  any  other.  Your 
Concern  for  the  public  good  so  gloriously  manifested  to  the  world, 
and  so  deeply  impressed  on  the  hearts  of  your  grateful  Country- 
men will  by  this  favour  render  the  publication  more  acceptable 
and  beneficial  to  mankind.  In  November  last  I Consigned  a mini- 
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ber  of  these  books  & maps  to  Mr.  John  Page  at  Rosewel  desiring 
him  to  forward  one  to  you,  and  a letter  importing  the  substance 
of  this,  but  probably  they  are  miscarried.  If  we  are  to  expect 
your  addition  to  this  work  it  is  humbly  wished  for  before  March, 
at  present  will  subscribe  myself  your  Excellencies  Sincere  friend 
and  humble  Servb 

John  Filson. 

P.  S.  perhaps  a few  of  these  would  be  acceptable  in  your  part. 

Mr.  John  Filson.  — 

Sir, 

I have  been  favored  with  two  letters  from  you: — that  which 
was  first  written  came  last  to  hand,  & neither  of  them  long  since. — 
Your  history  & map  of  Kentucke  I have  not  yet  seen. — For  the 
honor  you  have  done  me  in  the  dedication  of  them,  you  will  please 
to  accept  my  acknowledgements ; & for  the  favourable  sentiments 
you  have  been  so  polite  as  to  express  for  me  in  both  your  letters, 
you  have  my  thanks. — 

It  has  long  been  my  wish  to  see  an  extensive  and  accurate 
map  of  the  Western  Territory  set  on  foot,  & amply  encouraged: — 
but  I would  have  this  work  founded  upon  actual  surveys  and  care- 
ful observations — any  thing  short  of  these  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
only  defective  & of  little  use,  but  serve  as  often  to  mislead  as  to 
direct  the  examiner. — 

My  sentiments  upon  this  subject  are  well  known  to  many 
members  of  Congress,  & to  the  Legislature  of  the  State  in  which 
I have  the  honor  to  live: — but  what  steps  will  be  taken  by  both, 
or  either,  to  accomplish  this  useful  undertaking,  is  not  for  me  to 
say.— 
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Altho’  I possess  a pretty  general  knowledge  of  the  Ohio  & 
its  waters  between  Fort  Pitt  & the  Gb  Kanliawa,  & have  some  parts 
of  that  Country  laid  down  from  actual  Surveys ; yet  they  are  not 
so  connected,  nor  founded  with  such  precision  as  to  incline  me 
to  suffer  my  name  to  be  given  as  the  author  of  them,  or  any  infor- 
mation in  a map  or  topographical  description  of  the  country,  that 
would  not  stand  the  test  of  future  examination. — 

That  the  river  Potomac  communicates  by  short  portages 
(which  may  be  improved  to  great  advantage)  with  the  Yolioganey 
& Cheat  rivers,  (branches  of  the  Monongahela)  for  the  countries 
East  & West  of  the  Apalachian  mountains,  as  James  river  also 
does  with  the  waters  of  the  great  Kanliawa,  none  can  deny: — & 
that  these  will  be  the  channels  thro’  which  the  trade  of  the  Western 
Country  will  principally  come,  I have  no  more  doubt  of  myself , 
than  the  States  of  Virga.  & Maryland  had,  when  within  these  few 
days,  they  passed  Laws  for  the  purpose  of  extending  & improv- 
ing the  navigation  of  those  rivers,  & opening  roads  of  communi- 
cation between  them  & the  western  waters. 

Whenever  business  or  inclination  may  bring  you  to  this  part 
of  the  country,  it  would  give  me  pleasure  to  see  you. — 

I am  Sir  &c. — 

G:  Washington. 

Mb  Vernon 
16th.  Jan:  1785 

Mr.  John  Filson. — 

Sir, 

It  was  but  a few  days  ago  that  I was  favor’d  with  your  letter 
of  the  8th  of  Feby.  accompanied  by  your  Map  & history  of  Iven- 
tucke,  for  which  you  will  please  to  accept  my  thanks. 
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Those  which  roil  expect  were  handed  to  me  by  Mr.  Page  of 
Rose  well,  are  not  yet  arrived ; nor  have  I heard  anything  from  that 
gentleman  respecting  them. — 

Previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  above  letter,  I had  written  to 
you  & addressed  my  letter  to  the  care  of  Mr.  Dunlap  printer  in 
Phila. — taking  it  for  granted  you  must  have  received  it  ’ere  this, 
I beg  leave  to  refer  to  its  contents,  as  aught  I could  say  on  the 
subject  would  be  only  repetition. — 

I am  Sir  &e. — 

G:  Washington. 

Mb  Vernon 
15tli  March  1785 

In  the  Filson  letter  of  Dec.  4th,  1784,  he  refers  to  the  “book 
and  map”  and  “this  impression  of  1500  have  in  the  course  of  a 
few  weeks  met  with  a rapid  sale.”  Fifteen  hundred  copies  in 
those  days  was  quite  a large  edition  for  a map,  but  such  indiffer- 
ence has  been  shown  in  the  past  to  the  care  of  maps  that  its  present 
scarcity  excites  no  surprise. 

As  to  the  price  of  the  map  when  first  published,  Durrett,  in 
his  life  of  Filson,  page  41,  gives  this  interesting  item: 

“An  account  made  out  by  Filson  against  Jones,  in  the  Spring 
of  1785,  shows  that  the  book  was  charged  at  two  shillings  and  six- 
pence and  the  map  at  five  shillings,  or,  about  forty-one  cents  for  the 
book  and  eighty-three  cents  for  the  map.  It  is  probable  that  the  ex- 
ceeding great  scarcity  of  the  map  would  make  one  of  them  bring  a 
proportionally  high  price  if  thrown  upon  the  market  in  our  time.” 

Although  the  book  and  map  were  published  at  different  places 
for  good  and  sufficient  reasons,  as  before  mentioned,  there  is  no 
reason  to  suppose  that  they  were  to  be  separated.  The  text  of 
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the  book  repeatedly  refers  to  the  map  and  it  cannot  be  considered 
that  the  one  is  not  an  accompaniment  of  the  other. 

As  to  the  reproductions  of  Filson's  map,  they  are  not  to  be 
found  as  frequently  as  would  be  supposed.  The  earliest  is  the 
French  one  made  for  the  French  translation,  in  1785.  This  seems 
the  only  one  commonly  known  and  is  frequently  found  in  the 
English  edition  of  1784.  It  is  much  reduced  in  size  and  various 
omissions  occur,  especially  the  interesting  “Inscription.”  A re- 
production which  seems  little  known,  is  the  one  published  in  the 
London,  Stoekdale,  1793,  edition  of  the  “History.”  This  is  the 
first  English  reproduction  of  the  map  and  is  also  frequently  want- 
ing in  the  text,  but  is  sometimes  found  in  the  English  edition  of 
Jedidiali  Morse’s  “The  American  Geography.  New  edition.  Lon- 
don, for  J.  Stoekdale,  1794.  ” It  is  beautifully  engraved  and  print- 
ed on  fine,  thick  paper.  The  title  differs  from  the  original,  as 
the  “Congress  of  the  United  States”  and  George  Washington’s 
name  are  omitted  and  also  the  cartouche  containing  the  “Inscrip- 
tion.” The  title  is  “A  map  of  Kentucky.  Drawn  from  actual 
Observations.  By  John  Filson.”  An  inset  is  also  found,  not 
in  the  original,  entitled  “A  plan  of  the  rapids  in  the  river  Ohio.” 
This  is  by  the  first  American  Geographer,  Thomas  Hutchins,  and 
is  found  as  a separate  in  Imlay’s  “Topography”  1793. 

This  reprint  by  Stoekdale,  as  the  introduction  states,  “is  now 
re-published  with  considerable  additions  which  have  just  been  re- 
ceived from  one  of  the  most  accurate  writers  in  America ; and  it 
may  be  considered  as  a supplement  to  the  American  Geography, 
by  the  Rev.  Jedidiah  Morse  . . .”  These  additions  are  so  in- 
serted in  Filson’s  text  that  a close  examination  is  required  to 
note  the  differences. 
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Tlie  reprint  and  accompanying  map  and  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress 1784  map  give  the  latitude  of  “the  central  part  of  Kentucke” 
as  3814°  north,  which  is  changed  to  38°  in  the  Harvard  Library 
copy.  This  difference  is  noted  in  the  comparative  table  which 
follows.  The  two  copies  in  the  original  edition  of  the  “History” 
in  the  Library  of  Congress  have  the  latitude  changed  by  pen  to  38°. 

There  are  several  reproductions  which  are  now  most  difficult 
to  procure.  The  French  copy  is  reproduced  in  John  Mason 
Brown’s  “Oration  on  the  Battle  of  the  Blue  Licks,  Ky.,”  published 
in  1882.  The  reproduction  best  known  is  the  one  getting  scarce, 
taken  from  the  Harvard  Library  copy  and  found  in  Durrett’s 
Life  of  Filson. 

In  Imlay’s  reprints  of  Filson,  no  copy  is  found  of  the  com- 
plete map.  In  the  New  York  reprint,  by  Campbell,  1793,  volume 
2,  is  a small  map  entitled  “A  map  of  the  state  of  Kentucky,  drawn 
from  the  best  authorities,  1793,”  which  is  evidently  based  on  the 
Filson  map. 

In  Perkin’s  “Annals  of  the  West,”  1846,  page  137,  is  a much 
reduced  copy  entitled:  “A  map  of  Kentucky  by  John  Filson. 

Drawn  from  actual  observations.”  This  is  copied  by  W.  H.  Mil- 
burn,  in  “The  Lance,  Cross  and  Canoe,”  1892,  page  222,  with  title 
the  same  but  below  “A  second  map  of  Kentucky,  drawn  by  John 
Filson,  A.  D.  1784”;  and  curiously  enough  between  pages  212-217 
he  gives  a fac-simile  of  the  well  known  map  reduced  somewhat 
in  size  but  complete  in  detail.  In  Z.  F.  Smith’s  “History  of  Ken- 
tucky,” the  Durrett-Harvard  reproduction  is  also  found. 

While  Filson  mentions  in  his  letter  to  Washington,  before 
quoted,  his  intention  of  a revised  second  edition,  no  such  work  lias 
come  to  light.  The  various  reprints  have  no  changes  in  the  text 
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except  tlie  London  one  of  1793,  published  after  Filson’s  death  and 
revised  probably  by  Jedidiah  Morse. 

In  closely  comparing  the  copy  recently  acquired  by  the  Li- 
brary of  Congress  from  the  possessions  of  Brantz  Mayer  with 
the  copy  in  the  Harvard  University  Library  so  many  changes 
and  corrections  occur  that  one  is  forced  to  the  conclusion  that 
there  were  two  impressions  made  and  that  the  Library  of  Con- 
gress copy  is  the  earlier.  According  to  the  Church  estimate  this 
is  the  sixth  copy  known. 

The'  water  mark  on  this  is  the  same  as  the  Church  engraved 
copy;  that  is,  at  the  top,  “P.  P.  D.”  and  at  the  bottom  “Work  & 
Be  Rich”  surmounted  by  a plough.  The  following  is  a tabulated 
statement  of  the  differences  in  the  Library  of  Congress  and  the 
Harvard  University  Library  copies: 


l.  c.  COPT. 

In  title : 

. . . “perfect  respect  . . .” 
“America” 

On  first  line  above  lower 
border : 

. . . “with  the  bottom  of 
this  map  in  3 6y2  N.  Lat.” 

Degrees  of  latitude,  in 
right  and  left  borders: 
39  placed  on  2nd  line  from 
top. 

38  placed  on  6th  line  from 
top. 

37  placed  on  10th  line 
from  top. 

36  in  the  lowest  corners. 


HARVARD  COPY. 

. . . “perfeet  respect.  . .” 
“ Amerira” 


. . . with  the  bottom  of 
this  map  in  36  N.  Lat. 

39  on  3rd  line  from  top. 

38  on  7th  line  from  top. 

37  on  11th  line  from  top. 
Omitted. 
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L.  C.  COPY. 

HARVARD  COPY. 

Omitted 

Dotted  line  starting  from 
“Old  Shawane  town,”  go- 
ing directly  south  to  join 
the  “Warrior’s  path.” 

Sciotha  river  starts  be- 
low the  inside  borderline. 

Extended  northward  to 
the  outside  borderline.  Al- 
so two  branches  are  added. 

Omitted 

Branch  of  the  “ Sciotha 
R,”  passing  between  the 
letters  t and  h of  the  word 
“Sciotha.” 

Omitted 

Johnston’s  Fork,  flow- 
ing into  the  “main  Lick- 
ing” about  12  miles  above 
the  “North  Fork.” 

Several  branches  added 
to  the  “ Rolling  Fork.” 

“Panther  Cr . ” (second 
affluent  of  Green  river) 
starts  below  the  word 
“Iron”  in  “Abundance  of 
Iron  ore.” 

Extended  above  the 
word  “Abundance.” 
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L.  C.  COPY. 

“Rough  cr.”  (fourth 
affluent  of  Green  River) 
starts  near  the  two  mounts 
below  the  word  “grass” 
in  “Here  is  an  extensive 
tract,  call’d  Green  River 
plains.  . . ” 


Both  the  creek  and  the 
station  are  omitted. 


Omitted. 


HARVARD  COPY. 

Extended  above  and 
passing  through  the  four 
lines  “Here  is  an  exten- 
sive tract.  . . ” 


Between  Nolin’s  cr.  (8th 
affluent  of  Green  river) 
and  “Sinking  cr. ” a creek 
has  been  added,  with  a 
station  named  “ Cragg’s” 
on  its  right  bank. 

Creek  flowing  into  the 
“ Laurel  R.”  (affluent  of 
the  Cumberland  river), 
passing  through  the  letters 
n and  t of  “Kentucke”  in 
“Virginia  to  Kentucke” 
below  the  dotted  line. 

Many  streams  have  been 
lengthened,  and  many 
branches  added. 
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The  Bibliographer’s  Manual,  compiled  by  Dr.  Thomas  Linds- 
ley  Bradford,  volume  2,  1907,  pages  15-17,  contains  a notice  of 
various  editions  of  Filson’s  “History”  with  sale  prices  but  no 
mention  of  a sale  of  the  map. 

I have  endeavored  to  find  some  information  as  to  the  en- 
graver and  printer  of  this  map.  Stauffer  in  his  “American  En- 
gravers”, part  1,  pages  216-217,  mentions  that  “In  May,  1785,  the 
Comptroller-General  of  Pennsylvania  approved  the  bill  of  ‘Henry 
D.  Pursell’,  for  engraving  borders  for  the  ‘New  Emission  Money’ 
of  that  state.”  There  were  two  city  directories  of  Philadelphia 
published  in  1785.  The  one  by  Mac-pherson  gives  “Henry  D.  Pur- 
sell, 7 Carter’s-alley”;  the  other  by  White,  “Henry  Pursell,  en- 
graver, Carter’s  alley  b.  Second  and  Third  streets.”  “Ternon 
Rook,  copper  plate  printer,  171  So.  Second”  is  mentioned  in  the 
directories  for  1791  and  1793. 

I have  now  exhausted  all  the  information  resulting  from  an 
extensive  research  into  the  history  of  Filson’s  map.  Should  other 
copies  of  the  map  come  to  light,  which  is  perhaps  likely  to  occur, 
or  further  information  as  to  the  life  of  the  author,  I trust  the 
fortunate  finder  will  make  known  the  discovery,  not  only  in  the 
interest  of  historic  research  but  also  in  admiration  of  the  brave 
frontiersman  who  has  left  to  his  state  and  posterity  a monument 
of  such  historic  interest. 
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